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I had lunch with Ed Guthman today since he and I have been friends 
for a number of years. He was the reporter from the Seattle afternoon newspaper, \ " 
"The Seattle Times," and covered the FBI Office while I was there. . 

X * 

'Since Guthman considers me an old friend, he discussed a number 
of things with me as follows: 







( 1 ) 



He is very much impressed with the suggestions and advice that he has 
received from Mr. De Loach and feels that De Loach is anxious to cooperate 
land help him to get established in his new job. 
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r‘(2)| He recognizes that the Attorney General has a very unorthodox and direct I 
c’ 1 1 approach to everything — including the Bureau— = but notes that "his motivation 
• ;lis good despite his approach. " I had no comment to make to this but p 

suggested that the Attorney General’s predecessors who were somewhat §j 
> older than the present Attorney General functioned in a very dignified and ' G 
P sedate manner. Guthman commented that the volume of material coming 
"into the Attorney General's office which necessitated handling was an 
inducement toward direct action plus the fact that the Attorney General 
was only 35 years old. He thought that this would "simmer down" as the ■ 
newness of the situation was overcome. 

: 1 r 

Guthman’ s main fear is that he will not be oh sound ground in some of yo 
the material that becomes public and as a consequence is in a constant \jy 
dilemma to point this up. He showed me a letter from a professor in / _ 
Colorado to the White House protesting the Department of Defense's cs 
utilization of the HCUA film, "Operation Abolition." The letter was 
dated February 1, was forwarded from the White House on February 16 
and here is Guthman still holding it as of today without, an idea 6f jwhal to 
do about it. I suggested that he talk with Mr. De Loach : to check the - 

the content of the 
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professor through our files (as it is quite obvious from th< 
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! letter that we would have a record on him), then send a noncommittal 

■ — ; torsi for replying back to the White House with a suggestion thqt it be 

j answered there since it obviously did not concern the Department of 
Justice, was addressed to the White House, concerned toe Department of 
Defense and toe legislative branch of toe Government. He said that he 
would check with Mr. De Loach on this. 

(4) 1 He noted that the main interest at this time of toe Attorney General is 
! in the campaign in connection with prominent hoodlums. Guthman is 

anxious to see that the Attorney General doesn't go too far in public 
proclamation as to what he is going to do as he is afraid that the previous 
: abortive attempt to handle toe individuals in the Apalachin case will carry 
- . . . over thereby subject them to criticism in this endeavor. I pointed out 

to him that the FBI had been very successful in a long-term policy of not 
announcing what they were going to do but instead waiting until their 
objective had been accomplished. He said his effort now was to try and 
underplay any releases by the Attorney General in connection with this matter. 

(5) Guthman said that he felt woefully ignorant in connection with a number of 
things such as international communism and juvenile delinquency which the 
Attorney General was going to make several talks about. He said that he 
had conferred with Mr. De Loach about this situation and that he, himself, 

/ would like to get generally briefed so he was on solid ground in discussing 

’ this matter with toe Attorney General. I have told Mr. De Loach concerning 

this. 

(6) Guthman says that toe Attorney General is very easy to work for and that 
he has no hesitation whatsoever in giving his viewpoint to the Attorney Geipral 
who is considering him more than just a press representative but almost 
in toe position of being an advisor. Guthman feels that toe press generally 
are in the Attorney General's corner because of toe friendliness of the 
Attorney General's previous handling in connection with the McClellan 
Committee; instead, he feels that toe Attorney General's. principal problem 
will be in any relations that he has with Congress. I suggested to Guthman 
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;%* that there have always previously been difficulties between the Attorney 
General and Congress ami that he might solicit advice from the Bureau 
In connection with any handling along this line. Guthman had specific 
reference to a legislative program which Attorney General Rogers had 
submitted just before the end of i960. Mr. Kennedy feels that this was 
a "very weak approach and he is very anxious to get going and to formulate 
their own program for presentation to Congress. 
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All in all, Guthman was extremely commendatory toward s the 
Bureau in his comments as to his appreciation of their friendliness and courtesy 
anc^I gather, does not intend to either take any major step himself or let the 
Attorney General so do without checking with us. Guthman indicated that from 
time to time, he will correspond with me on a personal basis and as this occurs 
I will see that Mr. De Loach is advised. 
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